NOBEL
to be manufactured from plywood:  " hollow beams, rafters and
vertical supports to be used in place of massive beams/'
" Rectangular cases and boxes, trunks, hatboxes, cradles and
baby carriages. Pipes for the conveyance of water and gas, as well
as for sending letters and parcels,
" Pipes for the transport of corpses in coffins from cities to the
burial places outside (!)
"Articles for various building purposes, e.g., parquet floors,
outside roofs, and double walls with a space in between.
" This material would be specially useful for the construction
of movable houses, such as might constitute an important
export for Sweden, especially to places which arc subject to
earthquakes.
" For coffins, which, while combining cheapness and lightness
with tasteful construction and the necessary decoration, could be
so made that a person coming to life in them could lift the lid from
inside, the lid being provided with airholes for breathing, and with
a cord attached to a bell (1)
" For light and elegant hampers,
" For safety sledges to be used in crossing thin, ice,
" For large and small carriages, etc*"
It is a matter of common knowledge how important the industry
sketched out by Nobel, namely the manufacture of so-called ply-
wood articles, has become, especially in the United States, in
Germany, England and Scandinavia. The new material has been
adapted on a large scale to many of the purposes which he proposed,
although several of his suggestions have remained impracticable of
realisation. Such for instance was the idea of manufacturing
" pipes for the transport of corpses from cities to the burial places
outside " and the manufacture of " coffins so constructed that a
person coming to life in them could lift the lid from the inside, the
lid being provided with airholes for breathing, and with a cord
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